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| M-* ** a an im- 
A mortal Eſtate, and will con- 

tinue for ever, either in an Eſtate 
of 7 Miſery or eternal Felicity, 
cccording as they have rejected or 
comply d with the Terms of the Se- 


cond Covenant; the Nature of 


vieh 1 have abread ly ſhew'd ( in a 


Treatiſe alread 5 publiſh 'd) ; T ſhall 
now diſtinly treat of Death, Hell 
and Heaven; the ſerious C onſs zdera- 
tion of which is a Duty we owe in 
a ſpecial Manner to our own Souls, 


1 N * * which is a great 
— 


4+ The Preface. 
Cauſe of moſt Mens Sin and Mi... 

ſery ; and therefore is a Duty often 

preſs d upon us in Scripture ; Deut. 

32. 29. Eccl. 7. 14. Gal. 6. ö 
4, 5. 2 Cor. 13.5. 
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EATH is a Separation of the Soul i 
from the Body, upon which it ceaſeth 
from all vital Acts. In treating of this 
I Hall, Tix DN 755 
I. Shew that all muſt die. | 3 | if 
5 II. That the Time when, is uncertain. —_ 
III. That Death 5; of 4 different Nature, to the BY 
godly and the wicked. | ] 1 
an 
1. That all Be die. This is 4 udien ap- py 
rp I pointed for all Men, Zeb. 9. 27. Only Elias and | of 
Enoch were excepted, who were tranſlated to .Y 


Heaven without dying; and thoſe who ſhall be 
alive, when Chriſt comes to Judgment, who 
ſhall be ſuddenly changed, and the righteous ſud- 

denly wrap'd up in their Bodies, as well as their 
" FF Souls, to meet the Lord in the Air, 1 Cor. $f 


51. 1 Theff. 4. 17. 


II. But as it is certain, that all muſt die; fo 
nothing more uncertain, as to us, than the Time 
when, the Place where, the Manner how we 
ſhall die. We are all Tennants, at will, and 
may be turned out of our Earthly Tabernacles 

ſuddenly; and how ſoon we know not. The Lord 
ſhaketh off moſt from the Tree of Life, in'In- 
fancy, Youth, or middle Age. Few hve to 
x; old 
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old Age; * that which befalls moſt, we ſhouw'd | 
expect: We are this Hour in the Land of the 

tiving; the next, we may be amongſt the dead, 
the Lord does not always ſend the Summons 


of a tedious Sickneſs; but ſometimes Death 


makes a ſudden Breach by Caſualties, We car- 


ry our Souls in brictle Earthen Veſſels; a lit- 


"the thing breaks em, and lets our Souls out: 


And this God doth, that we may live in con- 
tinual Dependance on him, and be continually 
upon our Watch, and always prepared 1 it, 
and not flatter our ſelves with Hopes of long 
Life, and put off our Preparations for Death, 


ill "hereafter. he 


III. Tho' all mult . Jet "Doh 2 of a 22 
Mun Nature io the wicked and the godly. 


To the ungodly, Death is a vindictive Pu- : | 


. which deprives them of their all; of all 
their carnal Mirth and Jollity, of all their ſen- 


ſaal Delights and Pleaſures, which they eſteem'd 
before their Enjoyment of God; of all their 
Riches and worldly Poſſeſſions, and of all the 
good they have, or are like to have, and carries 


thera before the righteous Judgment of God, 


from thence to be hurried to the dreadful Priſon | 
of Hell, there to be made for ever Fuel for 
God's Wrath in unquenchable Fire, which is the. | 
Wages of Sin, and Sting of Death, which muſt 


needs make it terrible, yea the King of Terrors to 


the ungodly, when their Conſciences are awaken d, 


and they are made ſenſible of that Eternal Miſery, 
which will be the Portion of all impenitent Unbe- 


Heters, that live and die in their Sins, But, 


2. To the godly it is quite otherwiſe; for 
tho? they are not exempted from Death, yet it 


1s another thing to chem than to che wicked. 


. a 


ou „ 
It is indeed in it ſelf an Enemy, yea the laſt 
Enemy; but it is a conquer'd Enemy, which tho” 
it threatens the greateſt Evil to Believers; yet in 
truth. doth them the greateſt Good; for it is 
not a DeſtruQion or. Annihilation; either of 


their Souls or Bodies, but an Alteration and 
Change of both for the better, of the Soul at 


preſent, and of the Body at the Reſurrection: 
So that to them it is a great Priviledge and 


Advantage; therefore the Apoſtle faith, Phil. 1. 
21. To me to die is Gain, How therefore, with 


Submiſſion to the Will of God, ſhould they de- 
lire to be diſſolved, and rejoice at the Approach 
of Death? Yer it muſt be acknowledg'd, even 
in the godly, there is generally a Lothneſs to 
die: Which proceeds from a twofold Cauſe. 
(1.) In ſome eminent Chriſtians from an Ex- 


cellency of Diſpoſition, when altho' they know 
their Portion is the Enjoyment of God after 


Death ; yet for the good of others, they are 


contented to ſtay here ſo long as God ſees fit 
to make them uſeful in the World: This was 
the Apoſtle Paul's Caſe ; Phil. 1. 23. and is 


an excellent Temper. | 
(2.) From Weakneſs and Infirmity, when 


there is a Lothneſs to die, from the frightful 
Viſage of Death, which makes ic impoſlible to 
be deſired for it ſelf. Pure Nature will ſtartle 


and ſhrink, to think of the Separation of Soul 
and Body, that have been long and nearly uni- 
ted, and to have the Body ſown in Corruption, 
and be made the moſt loathſome thing in the 
World; this Nature ſticks at, and the godly 
having Fleſh and Blood, as well as Spirit, may 
have a Reluctancy againſt parting. with all their 
dear Friends and Relations, and worldly Eu- 
joyments: And when their Spiritual Eſtate is 

. ; A 4 un 


CE 


unſettled, and they have not an n Aſſorance of the 
Pardon of their Sins, they may be moved with 


the Fear of the Day of Judgment, and that glo- 
rious Majeſty Chriſt will appe 
comes to judge the. World. 


fore which ic muſt appear; the irreſiſtible Power 


of the judge, and the ſudden and inevitable Effects 


of his Sentence, that by a Word a Man lives 


or dies to all Eternity; eſpecially the Guilt of 
Sin oppreſſing, and the Conſcience not fully WM 


quieted by the Sprinkling of the Blood of Chriſt: 


This makes good Men draw back, and like not 
to Heaven, when attended with ſuch 
This is their Weakneſs, and 


this Way 
things as theſe: 


ſhould not be reſted in; but ſhould endeavour 


after an Aſſurance of the Love of God, which 
will make their Words and Thoughts of Death | 
Moſt think and ſpeak of 
Death, as an uncomfortable Thing; as of a Pri- 
but an aſſured Chriſtian, 


different from others. 


ſon, and Darkneſs ; 
as of Reſt and falling aſleep after Labour; as 
of a Paſſage” ro the Heavenly Inheritance, and 
a going to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. 


Aſſurance of Salvation will cauſe a Believer to | 


welcome Death, and willingly reſign vp his 
Soul to God who gave it. 

Is nothing more tincertain than the Time 
when we ſhall die? Hence appears the Thoughts 


of Death are ſeaſonable, for all Perſons, in all 


Conditions. No State or Employment ſhould ex- 
pel theſe Thoughts : For they will be a Means to 
-, quicken to Humiliation aud Repentance for our 
Sins paſt, antidote us againſt Sin for the future, 


repreſs our cager Deſires after the Pleaſures and 


Profits of this World, and make us induſtrious to 


_ redeem our Time for * good of our immor- 
tal —_—  .- 7 | QF 


— 


ar in, when he | 
Duſt and Aſhes | 
ſhakes, when it conſiders the infinite Majeſty be- 


* conſider the laſt and moſt dreadfg] Pu- 
niſhment of Sin, which the wicked muſt endure 


Jude 7. Sinners are ſaid to ſuffer the Vengeance 
of eternal Fire, called Rev. 20. '6. the Second 
Death. 


Spirit of God, in order to Converſion, impreſſes 
upon Peoples Minds, and puts them upon enqui- 
ring, what they ſhall do to be ſaved from the 
Wrath to come. 


<cripture, may be reduced to Three Heads. 
I. The ee * all evil. 
II. Ihe Privation of all good. 
III. The Perpetuity of it, 


b In the enduring of all Evil. For, 


ments of Sin and Iaiquicy; ſo they will be pu- 
niſhed 
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TAving treated of Cornell Death, I ſhall : 


for ever: and that is Eternal Death. Hence 


What the Nature of this Puniſhment is, de- 
ſer ves our ſerious Conſideration ; for the more 
we know and believe it, the more effectually we 
ſhall be ſtirred up to uſe our utmoſt Diligence 
to eſcape it; the Dreadfulneſs of which, the 


What God hath 1 concerning it in the | 


The Bodies of the wicked will be tor- 
Ne in Hell; for as they have been Inſtru- 


£ 
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} 
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niſſed as well as + their Souls; cheir Bodies he. | 
ing united to their Souls at the Reſurrection, 


ſhall be continued in Life for ever to be tor- 


mented in every Part with Fire and an, 
| Kev. 19 20. 


2. The wicked in Hell will be cur ſed in their | 
Souls, and have the Wrath of God abiding on? 
them, John 3. 36. And how wnexpreſſible is thi 


Torment! Hence Pſal. 90. II. it is ſaid, Who know. 


eth the Power of thy Wrath? How great and hea- 
vy it is, it beings ordained to glorifie Divine 


Juſtice, and is the Effect of Divine Vengeance; 
It is a fearful thing thus to ſall into the Hands of the 


living God, Heb. "70. 31. Then the Underſtand. 
ings of che ungodly will be cleared to know the 


Greatneſs of that good which they . have loſt; 
and of that evil they endure; and their Wills 
will be obſtinately hardned in Sin, and their | 


Conſciences have a Fulneſs of Terror, called by 
our Saviour, Mark 9. 44. the Worm that aitth | 


3. The wicked in⸗Hell will be curfed in their 


7 Company; namely the Devil and his Angels, 


and damned Wretches like themſelves, accord- 
jog to Chriſt's juſt Sentence, Mat. 25. 41. Go 
ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Ve- 
vil and his Angels. Here 57 wicked are de- 
lighted in the Company of thoſe whom the 


Lord hateth, but then they will as much hate 
their ſinful Companions, as they delighted in 
them, for being inſtrumental in bringing them 
to that Place of Torment. 


4. The wicked will be curſed in their Habi- | 
3 it being a Place that hath a Confluence 


of all things that may make it dreadful : Hence 
ſet forth by a Place full of Noiſe and Confuſion, | 
where there is — but —_— and wailing 


5 


"41 


and gnaſbins of Tecth: By a dark Place, where 


there is Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, Jude 6. .* 


By a Priſon, 1 Per. 3. 19. where Perſons are 
reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs, 2 Pet. 4. 4. 

Thus we have ſeen in ſome Particulars, how 
the wicked in Hell will. eadure all evil. 


II They will be deprived of all good, For, 


I. They will loſe all that glorious perſonal 


perfection, which the Saints enjoy in Heaven: 
So that there will be as greg a Difference be- 
tween thoſe Wretches and a glorified Saint, as 


between a Toad and the Sun in the Firmament. 


2. They will loſe the comfortable Preſence 


of God; 2 Thefſ. 2. 2. they will be puniſhed with 


everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of the 
Lord: As they bid God depart from them; we 
deſire nat the Knowleage of thy Ways; ſo God 
will bid them depart from him, ye Workers of 
Liquity. 


3. The damned in Hell will be deprived of the 


Preſence of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Society of the 


Angels and Saints glorified. While they lived 


on the Earth they did hate, if not perſecute the 
Saints; therefore are unfit to be Companions with 
them in Glory. In the Judgment of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Saints were ſuch in this World when 


they were afflicted and tormented, of whom the 
World was not worthy, Heb. 11. 36. Much 


more are they unworthy of their Fellowſhip 
ia Glory. 5 5 


4. The wicked will loſe all their carnal 


Mirth and Jollicy, and ſenſual Delights, which 
they preferred before Heaven: They could not 


| cadure here to think of cheir Sin, and dangerous 
Condition; becauſe it did ſadden their Spirits; 


but what a miſerable Life will they live, when 
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they ſhall neither have their W Joys, nor 


thoſe of the Saints. 


5. They will looſe their preſent preſumptiong | 
Conceis of the Love and Favour of God, which | 


did fortifie their Spirits againſt Fears of Wrath 


to come: But alas! this is but a deceitful Com- 


fort; for what can quiet the Minds of them that 


cannot preſume any longer? For when eternal 


Vengeance feizeth on them, then both their pre- 


ſumptious Conceit of the Love and Favour of 
mforts will vaniſh together, 


God, and their 
Jeb 8. 12, 13, 14 


III. The 48 1 to i conſidered is, 


the Perpetuity of the Miſery of the damned. It 
This will be the great Ag- | 


will be for ever: 


aravation of their Miſery. If there were any 


Hopes in Hell, that. their Miſeries would have | 
au End, there would be ſome Comfort; but to 
deſpair 'of ever coming out of the Place of Tor- 
ment; this muſt needs fill their Souls with the 


greateſt Horror imaginable, and cauſe weeping 
and wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth.; What a 


Mercy would it be to the damned if they could | 


die! The Scripture indeed calls Damnation a 


Second Death; but it is to be underſtood only | 


of their Separation from God's glorious Preſence 
in Heaven; Rev. 2. 11. But to ſuffer the Ven- 
geance of eterenal Fire; 
Wrath of God, without any Hopes there will be 
an End; this Word ever breaks the Heart: Af- 
ter Millions of Years in Torment to be no nearer 
coming out of it, than when they enter'd in; to 
be amongſt Devils and damned Spirits for ever; 
to loſe the Fruition of all good for ever; O ſad 


49d woful Condition: 
Etere 


—_ 


to be ever under the | 


0 Eternity, Eternity, 


TS) 


nor Eternity! what Heart can think of eternal Tos * 


BM nent, without being affected wich it? 

ons Thus we have ſeen ſomething of the Nature of 
ich W the Puniſhment in Hell. 

ath WM - Queſt. Bur it may be queſtioned, whether there 
m- e not Degrees of Paniſhment there. 

har  Anſw. In reſpe& of Duration they will be the 
nal WM Game; and the privative Part will be alike ; bac 
re- as 40 "the Pain of Senſe, it will be inflicted in 
of 2 greater Degree on ſome than others, accord- 


er, ing as there hath been Varigty of Degrees in 


ſinning, Mat. 15. 24. Luke 12. 47, 48. Thoſe 
that live under the Means of Grace, and are 


not betrer'd thereby; Hypocrices that cover their 
ſecret Sins with a Cloak of Religion; that lire 
| in the Sin of Uncleanneſs, 2 Per. 2. 9, to. that 

ſia preſumptiouſly, and draw others to Sin, and 
ſuch like, treaſure up Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath, and ſhall be puniſhed with a greater De- 
gree of Torment than others. 


lere with intolerable and endleſs Miſeries. 


cording to the Dignity of the Perſon agaialt 


damned ſinned here as long as they could, and 
- do for ever fin in Hell. It is crue, they will 
- be free from many Sins they committed here 


on Earth, as Theft, Murder, Adultery, Drunk- 


enneſs, and the like, from which che Nature af 
| their Condition hinders them; but yet chey will 
da for ever, by Envy, Hatred,..indigoation and 
Enmity againſt God, which the Greatocſs of their 
Paniſnment gives Occaſion co: Heace they are 
no nearer aa End of cheir Puniſhment, than 


when it began co be rt inflicted on them. 
More- 


Obj. But ſome object, Ie ig not conſiſtent with 
the Juſtice of Cod to puniſt 4 ſhore Time of (inning 


Arſw. Puniſhments are co be proportioned ac- 


whom the Crime is committed: Beſides, che 


C10). 


Moreover, they have but their Choice ; they did 
chuſe eternal Death, and refuſed eternal Life by 
Jefps Chriſt: And afcer the Day of Judgment 
his Office of a Mediator ceaſing, the Condition 
of thoſe in Hell is unalterable, their Torments | 
remedileſs, and their Miſeries are eternal: The 
Extremity and Eternity therefore, of the dam- 
ned in Hell, is agreeable to the Juſtice of God. 

However, 'if we could not anſwer the Cavils } 
of vain Men; it being plainly revealed in the 
Scripture, we are firmly to believe it; and if 
we do but conſider the following Scriptures we 
muſt believe it, or prove our ſelves Pagans and 
Infidels; Deut. 32. 22. Pſal. 11. 6. Iſa. 30. 
33. Mat. 5. 22, 29, 30. Chap. 8. 12. Chap. 10. 

28. Chap. 23. 14, 15, 23. Chap. 25. 41, 46. 

ark 9. 43, 44, 46, 48. 2 Theſſ. 1. 7, 8, 9. 
Rem. 2. 5. to 10. Rev. 20. 10. 15. Chap. 21. 8. 

Hence we may ſee the Evil of Sin; it is that 
which founded Hell, which is a Miſery ſo great 
that no Tongue is able to expreſs it. It is Sin 
alone deſerves the Wrath and Curſe of God: 

Did we fully believe this, we could not but have 
other Thoughts of Sin than we have; and this 
ſhews the Folly and Stupidity of every wilfut } 
Sinner, that for a ſhort Satisfaction of his Luſts, 
will run the Hazard of eternal Torments. 

Hence alſo appears the ſad Condition of eve- | 
ty one by Nature; all by Nature are Child- | 
ren of Wrath, one as well as another; and may, 

for ovght they know, if they have 'not made 
their Peace with God by Faich and Repentance, 
, drop the next Moment into the Lake that burns | 

- with Fire and Brimſtone: And is this a Condi- 

on to be merry, and reſt in? How ought there- 
fore, all Perfons toenquire into the State of their Ht 
own Souls, whether they contiue ſtill in a __ 


_ 


/ 


HEAVEN 


(11 ) 


of Nature? And if upon a ſerious Examination, 


they have Reaſon to ſuſpe& they are yet in an 
unregenerate Eſtate, how ought they to endea- 
vour to haſten out of this Condition, as a Man 


would do out of a Houſe that were on Fire, 


over his Head, and ſpeedily humble their Souls 
before God, for all their Sins paſt, with godly 
Sorrow; hate and forſake them for the future, 


2nd earneſtly beg Pardon of them for the Me- 


rits and Satisfaction of Chriſt, yield ſincere Obe- 
dience to all God's Commands, and depend only 
on tbe Sufferings and Obedience of Chriſt, which 
he performed in the Stead of Sinners, to be ſa- 
ved from Wrath to come, and obtain eternal 


Life. Amen. 


— 
* 


| ones 


TAving ſhewed what the dreadful Puniſhment 
of the Wicked in Hell is, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew what the glorious Reward of the Righte- 
ans in Heaven is. ©. : | 

That there is ſuch a Reward, is evident by ſeve- 
ral Scriptures, Dan. 12. 2. Mac. 25. 46. Foh. 0. 
28. 1 Joh. 2. 25. this Chriſt purchaſed for his Peo- 
ple by his Obedience Death and Sufferiags, is en- 
tred Heaven as their Foreruaner to prepare a Place 


| for them, and his Interceſſion will introduce them 


into the Poſſeſſion of it when they: die, Job. 17. 
24. For the Father beareth him always. 


What the Glory and Bleſſedneſs of the Saints in 
Heaven is, we cannot know perfectly; for if God 


V 
had manifeſted it as it is, ſo narrow is our Capa- 
city we could not have underſtood it, 1 Cor. 2. 9. 
but he hath revealed ſo much of it to us by hi 


T2 Spirit, and given unto his People ſuch Taſts of it 
in this Life, as may refreſh and revive their Spirits 


in this Wilderneſs of their weary Pilgrimage; 


and ſtir up in them a longing and vehement De. 


fire of a full Fruition of ic. | * 
What God hath revealed of it in the Scripture 


may be reduced to two Heads. 


I. A Removal of all Evils, _ 
II. The Enjoyment of all Good. 


I. It conſiſts in the Removal of all Evil: There 


are three great Evils the beſt labour under here; 


namely, the Evil of Sin, of Temptation, and 
Affliction, none of which ſhall trouble the Saints 


in Heaven. 9 85 


x. the Evil of Sin will be there quite removed: 


here they are delivered from the Power of Sin, 
but in Heaven they ſhall be freed from the being 
of it; for into Heaven enters nothing that de- 
files. He that hath waſhed his People with his 
Blood, and hath undertaken to preſent them to 
his Father, not having Spot or Wrinkle or any 

ſuch Thing, will now moſt certainly perform 
his Undertaking: For in Heaven there will be 


no ſinful Luſts to war againſt the Soul, no Blind- 


neſs of Mind, Diſorder in the Aﬀections, or Per- 
verſneſs in their Wills; nor ſhall they there be any 

more guilty of actual Sins for ever. What good 
News is this to thoſe that have watched, prayed, 


** 


and laboured againſt it here? 


2. In Heaven the Righteous mall be freed 


from the Evil of Temptation. In this World 
they are continually aſſaulted with Temptations 


from , 


* 


6 


from the Fleſh, the World, or the Devil, and 
therefore have need daily to pray, L:rd, lead us 


not into Temptation; but in Heaven we ſhall be 


fully freed from it: Here the Devil is continu- 
ally aſſaulting us with his fiery Darts; but when 


we enter the Gates of the New Jeruſalem, we ſhall 

be freed from all his Moleſtat ions for ever; for 
tho' he hath Power to tempt us in this Wil- 
derneſs, yet he entreth not into the Holy City; 


| and if we ſhould ſuppoſe he could, yet all the 


Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory of 
them, won'd be a poor deſpiſed Bait to a Soul 
that is poſſeſſed of che Kingdom of Heaven and 
the Glory thereof, „„ TOR 

And as we ſhal} be freed from Satan's Temp- 
tations, ſo alſo from thoſe of the World and 
the Fleſh : The beſt here below are in hourly 


Danger of Temptation ; every Senſe, Member, 


Creature, Mercy and Duty is a Snare to us. 
We can ſcarce open our Eyes, but we are in 
Danger of Envy, covetous Deſires, ſelf-Applauſe, 
or Unmereifulneſs: We can hardly here a Word 
ſpoken, hut its Matter of Temptation: How 
ſoon do ſinful Words creep into the Heart? 
Have we Strength of Reaſon and Learning; 
how apt to be puft up, to deſpiſe our Brethren, 
and miſlike the Simplicity of the Goſpel ? If 
we are unlearned, and of ſlender Parts, how 
apt to deſpiſe what we have not, and under- 
lue what we do not know. If we are rich, 
we are apt to be proud; if poor, diſcontented 
if ſick, to be impatient; if in Health, to have 
but few Thoughts of Eternity; if we perform 
Duties of Worſhip, how apt to be heartleſs in 
them, or elſe prone to truſt in them, and place 
them in the Room of Chriſt's Obedience? What 


2 fad Caſe therefore, are Chriſtians in here 


B But 


they will be alſo freed from all Perſonal Suf- 


F 
But in Heaven, the Danger and Trouble will 
be over; for there is nothing but what will ad. 

vance our Holineſs and Happineſs for ever. 
. la Heaven there will be a Freedom from 
all Troubles and Afflictions that are numberleſs 
here: For Man that is born of a Woman, is of 
few Days, and full of Trouble, Job 14. 1. But in 
Heaven there remains a Reſt for the People of 

God, and an abſolute Freedom from whatſoever 
may afflict them, Rev. 21. 4. Afflictions are the 
Fruit of Sin, and that being done away in Hea- 
ven, there will be no more of its Offspring. 
Here the Enmity in the Seed of the Serpent, 
againſt the Seed of the Woman doth vent it ſelf; 
but in Heaven they ſhall be no more perſecuted, 
or have any unſuitable Company: Nor will they 
have any more Diviſions, or unchriſtian-like 
Quarrels amongſt emſelves; but will be all 
of one Mind and Heart for ever: In Heaven 


ferings, by reaſon of Pains, Sickneſſes or Diſea- 
ſes; for Heaven is a happy Air that cures them 
all. Here our Minds are diſcompoſed with Cares 
and Sorrow; but in Heaven is Fulneſs of Joy 
for evermore. Thus we have briefly ſeen how 
the Reward of the righteous in Heaven conſiſts 
in a Freedom from all evil. 'E 8 
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II. It conſiſts in a Confluence of all good ne- 
_ ceſfary to make the Saints happy. And this will 
the better appear, if we conſider particularly 
how the Saints above will be bleſſed in their 
Bodies, Souls, Company, Employment, Habita- 

tion, and that Nature of their Enjoyments. 
Firſt, In their Bodies : Theſe ſhall have. their 
proper Lot and Portion of Bleſſedneſs as well as 
their Souls; for cheſe were choſen, redermes 
«1 - 1 5 an 
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and ſanctified as well as their Souls. In gene- 
ral, their Bodies ſhall be made like to the glori- 


ous Body of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 21. A Glimpſe of 
which Glory appeared at his Transfiguration on 
the Mount. And altho* our Bodies will not in 


Heaven differ in Subſtance, from what they are 


now; yet they will exceedingly differ in Re- 
gard of their Qualities, 1 Cor. 15. 42, 4 33 44. 
The Saints will be bleſſed alſo in the Objects 


| of ſome of their Sences, as their Ears in hear- 
ing the harmonious Hallelujahs which will be 
aſcribed to him that fits upon the Throne, and 


unto the Lamb: And their Eyes in beholding the 
glorious Palace of Heaven, the human Nature 
of Chriſt, and all the Saints in Glory? And 
what a glorious Sight will this be, to fee. 
Heaven à glorious Place, which they a Pro- 


priety in; the humane Nature of Chriſt, -in 


which dwells the Fulneſs of the Godhead, and 
all the Saints in Glory, with a Fire of Love 


burning towards each other in their Hearts, ' and 


unwithering Crowns of Glory on their Heads? 
But the greateſt Perfection of the Body; will be, 
that it ſhall be united to a perfectly ſanctiſied 
Soul, from which it ſhall never any more be ſe- 
parated, but both together be the eternal Tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt. „ VE: 

Secondly, The Rewzrd of the Souls of the righ- _ 
teous in Heaven will be greater than that of their 
Bodies : For as it is more excellent, and capable 
of more Happineſs, ſo it ſhall have a greater 


Reward; for all the Faculties of the Soul ſhall - 


be raiſed to the higheſt Degrees of natural and 
divine Perfections that they are capable of, and 
vigorouſly exerciſed about Objects that are ſui- 


table to themſelves. In this Life Grace renews 
the Facukies, but doth not elevate them to the 


"2: higheſt 
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higheſt Pitch, but ſanRifies as they are; but 


when the Soul is glorified, its Faculties will be 


enriched with ſuch Divine Light, Love and 
Power, that they ſhall be fic for the moſt no- 
ble and heavenly Operations : Particularly the 


Souls of the righteous will be bleſſed, 

1. In the Perfections of their Underſtand- 
ings; which being enlarged, they ſhall have as 
clear a Knowledge of God, as Creatures are ca- 
pable of, Mat. 5. 8. We cannot indeed have a 


full Apprehenſion of God in our Underſtanding: 
For how can finite comprehehend infinite? But 


ia Heaven the Saints will have ſuch a clear 
Knowledge of God, that comparatively to any 
Knowledge they have of him here, they may be 
faid ro ſee him as he is. Here we ſee God in 
his Word; Works and, Ordinances of Worſhip, 


which are as a dark Veil, .drawn between God 


and our Souls; therefore we are ſaid to fee here 


darkly as in a Glaſs, 1 Cor. 13. 12. But when 
this Veil ſhall be drawn aſide, we ſhall ſee God 


Face to Face; and there ſhall be nothing to be- 


.get an uncomfortable Eclipſe between God and 


our Souls for ever. All the Knowledge we have 
of God in this World, it is but a Taſt of what 
we hope for; which ſerves not to ſatisfie, but to 


ſharpen our Deſires after more; but in Heaven 


we ſhall be admited to the Fountain of all Truth, 


and have ſuch free, eaſie and ſtill freſh. Diſcoveries 
of God's glorious Perfections as ſhall be ſatisfying : | 


He that created the Hnderſtanding with a natural 
Delire to Truth as its Object, and to the prime 


Truth which is himſelf as the prime Object, will 


certainly vouchſafe in Heaven, ſuch a Knowledge 
of himſelf to theSaints, as ſhall be ſatisfying to their 


Minds for ever. They therefore which thirſt af- 


ter Knowledge, ſhould deſire to be of the _ 
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of the bleſſed aboye, 3 eojoying a perſect Re- 


ſe from all Mo ſeſtations, from within and with- 
out; they ſhall know what they have a Mind to 


| know without Labour or Study. 


2. The Saints will be hleſſed in the Re gie 


of their Wills. The Knowledge of God will have 
ſuch an Operation, as to impreſs upon their Wills, 


the Similitude of God's Holinefs, 1 John 4 1. 
We ſhall be lite him; for we ſhall fee him as he u. 


Ika Viſion of God here draws his Likeneſs upon oufũꝓ 


Souls, in a Proportion to it, what will it do when 


we ſee him Face to Face? Our Wills then will de 


perfected with abſolute and indefective Holineſs, 
I the Will of God as the holy Angels do, 


univerſally, conſtantly, permanently with Facili- 


ty and Delight. Here the Fleſh luſts againſt the 


Spirit, as well as the Spirit againſt the Fleſh : 


And where there is not this internal Combat 
between Sin and Grace, the Perfon is either dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, or wholly ſpiritual in Hea- 
ven; for there is no corrupt Principle, drawing 
the Saints from doing the Will of God, in ſuch a 


Manner as he requires. 


. Fhe Souls of the Saints in este will be 


ble rd with a Regularity in their Affections, which 
will be unalterable. Here in Converſton, God 


plants in the Affections of his People, 2 predomi- 
nant Love to himſelf, yet imperfe& ; but in Hea- 
ven there will be the ſtrongeſt, moſt perfect and 
inceſſant Actings of Love imaginable, upon the 
moſt perfect Object, the ever bleſſed God. 
4. The Saints in Heaven will be blefſed in 
their Conſciences: They will there enjoy a per- 


fect Peace and Serenity for ever: Being perfect 


in Holineſs, and continually experiencing the 
Love of God to them, they canijot in the leaſt 


doubt of ic any more for ever, Many true Be- 
| 23 hievers 


* 


lievers here in this World, enjoy a ſweet Calm in 
their Conſciences, notwithſtanding their Infirmi- 


ties: What a Serenity then ſhall they have, when 
they are perfect Saints, and return Love for Love ? 
Here many Times the Saints are doubtful of 
God's Love; but in Heaven they will be ſo 


througbly convinced of it, that all Doubts and 


Fears of it will flee away for ever: O here is 
the Heaven of Heaven! This Is the Saints Frui- 
tion of God. | 

5. They will be bleſſed. in their Memories; 


{Og for they will remember whatſoever is. requilite 


to make them holy and happy. In Converſion, 


God gives his People a better Memory, with 


reſpect to Spiritual things, but not a greater 


Memory than they had before; but in Heaven 


they will perfectly remember che Will of God 


to do it: They will then remember their paſt 


Troubles and Afflictions, the comparing of which 


with their preſent Enjoyments, muſt needs tranſ- 


port, them with exceeding Joy. They will alſo 
then remember that diſtinguiſhing Grace and Love 
that elected them to that preſent State of Hap- 
pineſs they enjoy; that Wiſdom which contri- 


ved the Way of Salvation; that dear Price that 
was paid to purchaſe it; "thoſe Ordinances that 


were the Means of it; thoſe Gales of the Spirit 
by which they were new born, and that Power 
which kept them thro? Faith, unto that Salva- 


tion they now partake of, which muſt needs cauſe | 
them to admire at the wonderful Love of Gd 


unto them. 
_ Thus we have ſeen ſomething of the Happi- 
neſs of the Souls of the Saints in Heaven. 


Thirdiy, The Emyloyment of the Saints in Hea- þ$ 


ven will add much to their Happineſs. Ia Heaven 
there 1 be a Cellation or Motion, and all Acti- 
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ons that have the Nature of 2 Means, and impli- 
eth the Abſence of the End; but yet there will 


be a ſweet, delightfol, and conſtant Action of _ 


all the Powers of Soul arid Body, in ſerving 
and. enjoying God for ever: O bleſſed Work ! 
which will be both Work and Wages. Hea- 
ven, its true, is a Place of Reſt, bur not the 
| Reſt of a Stone, which ceaſeth from all Motion, 
when 1t attains its Centre. For, _ 

1. The Bodies of the Saints in Heaven will 
be employ'd to ſtand before the Throne of God 
and the Lamb, and be filled with their Praiſes: 
O blefſed Employmeat! The Reſt of Heaven, ir 
is a Sabbath Reſt, where the fervent Affections 
of the Saints will be in a powerful Exerciſe, in 
a holy Heat and Rapture, praiſing the ever bleſ- 
ſed God. Heaven will be filled wich erernal 
Hallelujahs; for no Appearance of Sin or Mi- 
ſery there. Here the Saints often retire from 
the World into their Cloſets to worſhip the 
divine Majeſty there; where, with Freedom they 
may pour out their Souls into his Boſom: But 
the nobleſt Acts of Worſhip are in Communion 
with all the Saints and Angels above, where the 
holy Seraphims cry, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
of Hoſts; and the Saints continually, with the 
| higheſt Veneration, adore the free Grace and 
Mercy of God, for their Election, Redemption, 
Sanctification, and their preſent Glorification; 

where Crowns of Happineſs are put upon them: 


O infinite free Grace and Mercy ! All the Saints 
ia Heaven owe their Birth and ſafe Conduct to 
Heaven, from firſt to laſt, to thee; therefore 
Hoſannahs and Hallelujahs will be ſung for ever 
and ever. N 

2. Let's conſider how the Soul will be em- 


ploy d in Heaven. 


"Da: (1). In 


: 5 to) 


(i.) In contemplating the glorious Excell en. il 
cies of God and Chriſt: And what delightful 2 
Work will this be? All Knowledge, and Con- | 
templation of Philoſophy excels all ſenſual De- 


lights; much more will che Contemplation of 


God and Chriſt be delightful to the Sa ints. In 
this Life, when the Saints have had ſome | 


Glimpſes of God's Glory, have they not been 


E ready co ſay, It is good, / aſter, to be here; and 


yet thoſe that know moſt of God in Chriſt here, 


know almoſt nothing in Compariſon to what | 


they ſhall know. How delightful and raviſhing 


then will the knowing and contemplating the 


Glory of God in Heaven be? 


(2.) The Aſſections of the Saints in Heaven 


will be employ'd in loving God with the moft 


_ ardent, inceſſant acting imaginable, which will 
abundantly contribute, to their Happineſs; it 
being a Motion ſuitable to their Natures, as 
ratioaal Beings: For as the ſenſitive Nature is | 


gratified by thoſe Acts that have moſt of Sence 
in them; fo is the rational by thoſe Acts that 


have moſt of Reaſon in them; and what Ob- } 


jet can ſo well deferve to be acted upon by rea- 


ſonable Creatures as God? And what Acts can | 


they exert on him ſo reaſonably as thoſe of Love 


and Adoration, in the utmoſt Vigor of which | 
conſiſts much of the Saints Happineſs. The 

acting of Love, whereſoever it is, carries much 
Delight along with it, eſpecially where the Ob- 


ject appears deſerving, and the Aſſection is ſtrong. 


What will it be then, when perfected AﬀeRions 
ſhall} have the moſt ſtrong and unceſſant Actings 


upon the moſt perfect Object, the ever bleſſed 


God? jSurely as this will be our Work in Hea- 


ven, fo in a great Part our Wages. 


162" The Work of the Saints in Heaven nil 


I III OO EE ͤ @m uae ̃ —l!lß,., rae am< ar ag cu T3 e590 Dime 


© hecternally to rejoyce. The Bleſſedneſs of Hes- 


11 ven leads to, and concludes in the unconceivable 

- Joy which the Saints have, in knowing, loving, 

. and being beloved of God and Chriſt, and the — 
bf glorious Angels, and Saints made perfect. The 
n- Delight of the Sences here, cannot be known 

e by Expreſſion, as they are felt; how much leſs 

n this Joy ? Here on Earth, tho' a Man be com- 

1 paſſed with all the good things of this World, 

ey yet his Felicity and Joy hath ics Defects; but in 

t the Preſence of God is Fulneſs of Joy, and Ri- 

4 vers of Pleaſures for evermore. What Concep- 

© tion can we frame of Joy for an intelligent Crea- 


ture, fo full and ſatisfying as the clear Viſion 

of God, inveſted with all his glorious Perfections, 
and in perfect loving the moſt lovely Object, and 
being perfectly loved by him? Here we do but 
taſt ho good the Lord is; and yet this ſup- 
ports the Saigts under the preateſt Sufferings, 
Acts 16. 24, 25. But in Heaven they ſhall have 

- the ſweeteſt Manifeſtations of his Love to them; 
and what Joy will this Cauſe? And not only fo, 
but what Joy will ariſe from Communion with 

the bleſſed Redeemer ? Love is the firſt Foun- 
toin of Joy: The Love of Chriſt to the Saints 
is unexpreſſible; and their Love to him is a cor- 
reſpondent Affection, according to their Capaci- 
ty: And what a pure Joy will this produce ! 
And another Acceſſion to the Saints Joy, will be 
the Society of the innumerable holy Angels and 

. Saints, that live in perfect Love; being all ani- 

c mated by the ſame Spirit: And this will be an 

Addition to their Joy, that all their powerful 

5 and irreconcilable Enemies, Sin, Satan, the 

World, and Death, are quite ſubdued and de- 

ſtroyed. Thus we have ſeen ſomething of the 

Employment of the Saints in Heaven. l 
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Faith and Hope ſhall ceaſe; for then we ſhall 
enjoy, what we believed, prayed, and hoped for: 
Sacraments will then ceafe, and the Labourers 
will be called in, becauſe the Harveſt is ga- 
thered, the Tares burned, and the Saints paſt 
Fear for ever. „ 

Forrthly, the bleſſed Company the Saints enjoy 
in Bearen, will contribute much to their Hap- 
pineſs. | 3 | 


1. For Fr, they will enjoy the glorious Pre- 
' fence of God, whoſe influxive Preſence is the 


Heaven of Heaven. The Saints enjoy fomething 
of God in this Life, in Promiſes, Providences, 
and Ordinances, which is that Hundred fold pro- 
miſed to them who forfake all for Chriſt: But 
how fweet, and comfortable muſt it be to en- 
joy God in Glory, in whom there is an eter- 
nal Union of all PerfeMons, and an infinite Va- 
riety of Good ro make it always rare and new 


in the Fruition? This Bleſſedneſs exceeds all 


Thoughts, and requires the Eloquence of an An- 
r 
2. They will enjoy the delighful Preſence of 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom there is a Fulneſs and 
Compleatneſs of all Excellency : And this being 
feated in him as our Head, muſt needs make 
the Enjoymeat of him precious in the State of 


Glory, when he is ſet down on the right Hand 


of the Majeſty on high, having purged our Sins 
by his Blood, and accompliſhed our Salvation 
and will be to every Saint as mach a Friend, 
as if it were to no one beſides  _ 
3. In Heaven they ſhall be joyned to the Al- 
ſembly of the holy Angels, to the glorious Com- 


pany of the Apoſtles, the goodly Fellowſhip of ; 
dhe Prophets, the noble Army of Martyrs, and 


all 
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In che choſen of God made 3 and all their 
near and dear Friends and Relations that died 
in the Faith; yea, all the choſen of God that 
@ jave from the beginning of the World, to the End 
| thereof in a State of Glory and Happineſs, having a 
fire of Love burning in their Hearts to each other, 
WM vich unwithering Crowns of Glory on their Heads, 
fitted by God to add Solace and Refreſhment to 

each other in that Kingdom; and will be all of 

one Mind and Heart for ever. Now how charm- | 

WJ ing is the Converſation of one that is wiſe and _ | 

| holy, and of an affable Temper ? What dear Sa- 


J tisfaction will it be- then, to be united to that 

choſen conſecrated Society above,” who love one 
another as themſelves. We are not indeed to 
look for that in this bleſſed Society, which alone 5 | 
is to be had in God and Chriſt ; yet he who T 
Wy commandeth us to love them now in their Imper- | 

fect State, will much more give us Leave, in 

& Subordination to himſelf, to love and rejoyce = 
ia them, when he hatk made them much more l 
lovely. 
Eſtuly, the Saints in Heaven will be bleſſed in 
their Habitation; for it will be God's Houſe; fo 
called, not only becauſe he made it, and ſo ordered 
Y the ſeveral Degrees of its Excellency, both in the 
Matter, and in its various Art of adorning, that it 
admirably ſuits the End for which it was deſigned; 
but alſo becauſe it is the Place of God's ſpecial 
E Reſidence, where he doth manifeſt his greateſt 
Glory, and will diffaſe to the Saints the richeſt 
Beams of his Goodneſs and Glory; and therefore 
muſt needs be a glorious beautiful Palace adorned 
with whatever may render it pleaſant and de- 
W !ightful, the Excellency of which no Tongue is 
able to expreſs, or the Heart of Man to conceive. 
be very Curtains which hides it from our cor- 
ropUlong 
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svptible Eyes of Fleſn, is beantifully peel 7 
with glitterigg Stars and glorious Planets, and if 
ide outſide be fo glorious, what is the Adorning E- 
within? Hence the Holy Ghoſt condeſcending to 
the Weakneſs of our Capacity, deſcribes the Glo- 
ry of ic to us, by ſuch things as are molt eſteemed | 
by us, Rev. 21. 10. to the 23. This inferiour 
Work is framed with exquiſite Order and Beauty, 
and yet is the Habitation of! irds and Beaſts, yea | 
of rebellious Sinners: Surely chen the ſupream and | 
bigheſt Heavea made to be the Temple of the 
Divine Majeſty and the Habitation of Angels 
and Saints glorified, is fo framed as fully to anſwer 
the End of its Creation; this is the Place where- 
into Chriſt aſcended, and where he will keep his 
Reſidence till he comes to judge the World; 
his is called in 2 Cor. 12. 2. the third or bigheſt 
Heaven; and being higheſt, it is therefore, ; 

1. A. ſpacious Palace becoming the divine | 

Maker's Greatneſs. A Spherical or round Figure 

_ & the moſt capacious; and the Earth being of a 
xound Figure, and the Heaven of che Bleſſed the 
utmoſt round, mult needs be of a large Extent, | 
The Globe of the Earth is but as the Prick of a 
Pen in a large Map in compariſon of the higheſt 
Heaven. Our Saviour tells us, the Way thither is 
narrow, and the Gate ſtrait to excite our Dili- 
gence; but withall tells us, in his Fathers Houſe 

there ate many Manſſons to encourage our Hopes, 
John 14. I, 2. 

2. It is a Place of greateſ} Purity. Every thing 
in Nature, the higher ir is, the purer it is: The 
Earth, which is the loweſt of the Elements is the 
groſſeſt; the Water which is next, is roſſer than 
the Air; the Air which is next, is oP er than the 
Fire, which i is the higheſt Elemese: So that the 


higher we Bo, the more * we find: Heaven 


there 
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WY therefore which is the higheſt bath the moſt per- 
ect Purity: Hence it is ſaid, Rev. 21. 21. to be of 


pure Gold, as it were tranſpareat Glaſs, where 
none comes but pure ones that are fitted for rhe 


Place, and the Place for them. 


3. It is a Place of greateſt Safety, wherethe 
Saints are perfeQly freed from all diſturbing Fears 
of being moleſted by. any Enemies: Hence the 
Gates of the Nem Jeruſalem are ſaid never to be ſhut, 
Rev. 21. 25. the Habitstion of the Bleſſed being 
higheſt, no Fear of any Enemies breaking in theres 
for nothing that defiles, or is unclean, can come 


there: No Houſe in the Worid but the Devil can 


get into it; Yea, he got into Paradice, but cannot 
get into Heaven: Here the Enmity in the Seed 


of the Serpent againſt the Seed uf the Woman 


doth vent it ſelf; but ic can reach no farther 


I then the Grave: Here many Times Sin doth rob 


Believers of their Peace, but in Heaven no Poſ- 
ſibility of it, for there it is not ouly mortified, 
bern 5 

4. It being the Habitation of God's Holineſs 
and Glory, it is a moſt holy Place, conſecrated by 


Y che Manifeſtation of God's ſpecial Preſence, and ſet 


apart for Divine Service, which here is performed 


in a divine Manner. The viſible Teſtimony of the 
divine Preſence here below ſinftified the Place, 


and an outward Reverence was due te it, as 4 
Sign of the internal Reſpe& owing to the ſu- 
pream Majeſty, Exod. 3. 5. (but this SanRity 
ceaſed, upon the vaniſhing of the Sign of God's 
Preſeace) ; how much more doth the Manifeſts- 
tion of God's glorious Preſence in Heaven ſan- 


Rifie it? And therefore, he that hath a well 


grounded Hope of getting there, purifies himſelf, 
ever 4 bs i pure, 1 John 3. 3. 
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5. It is a durable Houſe: For being created 
immediately perfect, is not ſubject ro decay, 
2 Cor. 5. 1. We bave a Houſe not male with 
Hands, but eternal in the Heavens, It is ſo firm. 
Iy built, that it will endure for ever. The Earth 
and vilible Heaveas are but like a Tent pitched | 
for a Time; and the molt folid Parts ſhall pe- 
riſh ; but the chird Heaven is above the Domi- 
nion of the Elements, and will laſt to all Eter- 
nity. V FM 
6. Another Excellency of Heaven is, that ic 
was purchaſed and prepared for them by Chriſt, 
He did purchafe it for them, and by his Inter- 

ceſſion pleads for their Right to it, and their 
actual Admittance into it when they die: And 
he aſcended to prepare it for them. To ſe 
Things of Worth, is a cold Sight, in Compa- 
riſon of ſeeing things of Value, and ours too, 
To ſee Heaven a-glorious Place, and ours, this 
makes it a bleſſed Place indeed: Saith the Apoſtle, 
FE Cor. 5. 1. We have a Houſe above, It is ours, 
therefore we ſigh and groan to be there. It was | 
purchaſed for the Saints, therefore Rent free: 
Nothing to be paid for it by them: And it is 
prepared for them, and they for it: Therefore as 
Creatures that are formed and fitted to live in 
their proper Element, are there wholly ſatisfied; 

. fo Heaven being fitted for the Saints, and they 
for it, will be wholly ſatisfied therewith. 
Seventhly and laftly, The Bleſſedneſs of the 
Saints in Heaven appears by the Nature of their 
Enjoyment: Ic being the moſt perfect imagina- 
ble; and this will appear if we conſider, | 
1. The Object of their Enjoyment, and that 
is all good: For they enjoy God; and he that 
® crjoys him, enjoys all good: For he is che Foun- | 
tain of all Bleſſedneſs, and affords the _ 
1 e Vari- 
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ety of Contentment imaginable. Pſal. 16. xx. At 
his right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore. And 
| Goodneſs in God is like Water in a Fountain, 
that comes out to us. freely of ir ſelf. 
2. The Act of Enjoyment: It is a vital A& of 
an underſtanding Will, raiſed to a far greater 
Degree then any can attain to in this World. 
There is a great deal of Difference in this World 
between Mens Enjoyments: As any Man is of a 
more raiſed Underſtanding then others; ſo pro- 
portionably is the Excellency of his Enjoy ment; 
therefore in Heaven where the Capacities of the 
Saints will be enlarged to the full, they will have 
. moſt perfect Enjoyment. ; 
The Saints Enjoyment appears to be wal 
perfect by the Perpetuity of it. It will be for ever. 
Without this, the Eſtate of the Bleſſed in Heaven 
would be imperfe& ; but the Conſideration of the 
Perpetuity fills them with Joy unſpeakable and 
full of Glory: What can interrupt, much leſs 
put an End co the Happineſs of the Saints in 
Heaven? For there is none of thoſe Things in the 
other World whereby ſometimes Men loſe their 
Inheritance in this: Here ſometimes they loſe ie 
by tranſgreſſing the Law, or becauſe they have noc 
a right Title to it, or elſe by Fraud and Violence 
or Caſualities, and always by their own Death 
but none of theſe things are in Heaven, chere- 
fore the Saints Bleſſedneſs in Heaven is Eternal: 
O bleſſed Eternity where we ſhall always abide 
in God's Temple and go out no wore for ever! 
The Earthly Paradice had a Way our, but none 
that ever we could find in again: Burt this Eter- 
nal Paradice hach a Way in, but none out again: 
But what do we ſay when we talk of Eternity? 
can our ſhallow- Minds conceive what that high 
ha means ? — live bleſſedly aud ie? 

| die 
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die? rejoyce, * ever rejoyce, to enjoy the beati- 
fiical Viſion for ever: Oh what ſweer Wörds are 
_ theſe? that contain the Perfection of the Saints 
Bleſſedneſs. | | 1 
Thus we have ſcen 3 Glimpſe of the Saints Bleſ- 
ſedneſs: But O how far ſhort do all Expreſſions ! 
fall of that glorious State! We beheve- now 
great is the Reward of Heaven, but how great | 
we know not. 
, Queſt. I. may be queſtioned whether there are De- 
grees of Glory in Heaven, 

Anſw. That there are, evidently appears both 
by Scripture and Reaſon. 
.) By Scripture: 2 Cor. He that ſowerh 
ſparingly ſhall reap ſparingly, and he that ſoweth 
_ bountifully ſhall reap bount iſuly. As the Saints 

have excelled in Fidellity and Zeal for God's 
Service, ſo they ſhall be rewarded with a more 
excellent: ne. And they that ſuffer for Righ- 
teouſneſs Sake ſhall have a greater Reward then 
others. Mat. F. 10. It is is evident alſo, 

2. By Reaſon : Heaven is a Place of Order: 
and it is there as in other Bodies and Things: 
The Foot is not equal with the Head; the Strings 
of a muſical Inſtrument are not equal ; the Stars 
in the Firmament are of a different Brightneſs; | 
and there. are Degrees amongſt the Angels: | 
Surely then the Saints in Heaven. have different 
Degrees of Glory; yet the Reward of the leaſt 
Saint is exceeding great; fo that he is n 

happy, and ſatisfied therewith, 
Hence then let us make it our zealous and con- 

ſtant Endeavour to ſecure our Title to the Hea- 

venly Inheritance: Such is the Goodneſs of God 

revealed in the Goſpel, that every Perſon that 

ſincerely and regularly ſeeks Heaven ſhall obtain 

it, and our Saviour hath told us, upon what 
Terms 


— 
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Terms it may be Fe 7 by being 
born again, whereby we ſhall be enabled by the 

Aid of the Spirit to perform the Terms of the 
New Covenant, Joh. 3. 3. This indeed is the Work 


of the Spirit; and we are of our elves unable 


hereunto ; bat there are Means God hath appointed 
us to uſe in order to our New Birth; nawely, hear- 
ing the Word preached; Meditation, Self. Exami- 
nation and fervent Prayer, that God would create 
a new Heart in us and renew a fight Spirit wich- 
in us; and when we ate diligent io the Me of the 
Means of Grace; which we have 4 Natural Pow- 
er to do by common Aſſiſtauce, as to external Acts, 
and pray fervently for Divine Aſſiſtance, we may 
expect that God will make them effectual; for 
he hath not appointed any vain Means to Man: 
and God hath promiſed his Spirit to thoſe chat 
ask for it as they ought; Let us therefore ne- 
ver leave of praying, till God hath crowned 
our Petitions with Succeſs ; for Perſotis are un- 
capable of having a Right to, or Poſſeſſion of 
Heaven, without a ſpiritual Regeneration; there- 
fore by it God makes them meet for it. The 
W Wiſdom of God appears, in that al Sorts of 
Creatures live in the Elements from which they - 
were produced, and their Natures arc fitted for; 
ſo the everlaſting Eſtates of Men are ſuited to 
their Productions and moral Diſpofitions. Earth- 
ly ſenſual Souls can never enter into Heaven, 
there being an abſolute Contrariety between the 
habitual Conſtitution of ſuch, and that Place aud 
State: Therefore, if we wonld poſſeſs rhe In- 
heritance of the Saints in Light, we muſt he made 
meet for it by being endued with holy Quali- 
ties, and thereby prepared for the Divine Pre- 
ſence and Converſe with the purthed "Aſſembly 
above. How vaia and impoſſible are the Hopes 
or re oa olge 10 of 
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of unrenewed Sinners? The Saints now are an 


- Offence to them; the Lord's Day in its ſacred 
Employment, their Burthen; and they hate Ho- 
lineſs; how can they expect then, to enjoy an 
everlaſting Sabbath, and Communion with a ho- 
ly God, Saints and Angels? They may fancy 
Heaven to be a Place of viſible Glory, and a 
Sanctuary from the Torments of Hell, and in 
that Notion deſire it; but as a Place where Per- 
ſons are made perfect in Holineſs, and a holy 
- Godis enjoyed and glorified; they cannot de- 
lixe ic and gelightio i. 
_._ Hence allo, if we have eſcaped out of Egypt, 
and are in the Wilderneſs, journeying to. the 
Heavenly Canaan, let us go up to the Top of 


Piſcah, and view the Glory of that bleſſed Coun- | 
trey where we are travailing, and live in the 


affectionate Contemplation of the Bleſſedneſs to 
come. tiow joyful and advantagious is a Hea- 
venly Converſation ? The ſerious and believing 
Contemplation of Heaven anticipates the Joy of 


it: by a ſweet Foretaſt: It will cauſe a Con- 
tempt of this World, and comfort vs under the 


gteateſt Troubles here; yea, it will ſweeten the 
Thoughts of Death, and make us with the Apo- 
ſtle, deſire to be diſſolved, and with the Spirit 


and the Bride ſay come, even ſo come Lord Jeſus, 


come quickly, and receive us to that bleſſed Place 
thou haſt prepared for thy People. Amen. 


Thus 1 have ſhewed how God by his Word, 


hath promiled glorious Rewards to penitent Be- 
lievers, and threatned eternal Puniſhmeats to the 


ungodly, to the End he may ſtir us up to uſe 
our utmoſt Endeavours in the due Uſe of Means 
for obtaining the great Reward, and eſcaping the 
Wrath to come. But altho' eternal Life and 


Death 
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Wiſdom, a Deſire to be in bleſſed Preſence, 
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Dreams and Fancies to prophane Wretches, and 
are not ſeriouſly conſſdered of by many who 
profeſs the Truth. Few do believe theſe, things, 
altho* made known by God himſelf ;_and fewer 
do effeCtually deſire and ſtrive to get the great 
Reward, or eſcape the dreadful Puniſhmeat, God's 

bleſſed Word makes lively Impreſſions on few 


Mens Hearts: Promiſe Heaven, they are not 


much affected with it; threaten Hell, they are 
not much afraid of it: The Jews had Moſes and 
the Prophets; we Chriſtians have them, with the 
Teachings of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; yet moſt 
hearken not to theſe. things; the coatipual Suc- 
ceſſion of the Pleaſures and Affairs of this World 
divert their Minds from a ſerious Conſiderati- 


on of theſe things; and ſo they are rock'd aſleep, 


with the. Motion of fantaſtick Pleaſures and Va- 
nities; and Sleep takes away Fear, but gives no 
Safety: And by this Means Perſons become un- 
concerned for what is to be hereafter : But this 
Diverſion will ſhortly be at an End; for it will 
not be long e er Death ſummon us to appear be- 
fore God's Tribunal, and give an Account of our 
Talents.“ Let us therefore hearken to the Voice 
of God in his Word, now while it is called to 
Day, and not delay making our Title to the 
Heavenly Inheritance ſure, by Faith and Repen- 
tance, diſcovering themſelves in a godly Sor- 
row for our Sins paſt, a.hatipg and forſaking 


them for the Time to come, ſincerely without 


Hy pocriſie, and entirely without Partiality, both 
in Heart and Life, and yielding ſincere Obedi- 
ence to all God's Commands, a filial Fear of 
od, a Zeal for his Glory, Delight in Com- 
union with him, Reſignation to his Woll and 
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Salvation: If it be thus with us, we may be ſure 
we hall obtaln eternal Life when we die: And 
how ſoon we may die, we know. not; and if 
Death ſrize us, before we have made 5 peace 
with. God, neither Prayers, nor Teares wil) do us 
any Good, nor any Means, Men or Angels oh 
uſe, but we are loft for ever. A2 us not de- 
ceive our felves, by thinking to bas immedi- 
ately from a State of Nature to a State of Glo- 
ry. Would we be. bleſſed for ever; we muſt 
ſecure our State of Grace firſt; for wheu a Per- 
ſon is brought into that State, he is entred in- 
to the very beginning of Glory. Holineſs is the 
Norſery of Glory; and when the Plants of Righ- 
reouſnefs are grown fit for Heaven, they are 
tranfplauted. thither: To which bleſſed State and 
Place the Lord brings us in his due Time, for 
the Sake of ou e the Lord * 
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